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necessary for graduation reduced to two, Pherozeshah made a
powerful speech supporting the motion. He pointed out that the
existing state of things had been introduced in 1879 by Sir Richard
Temple who had sent round a whip and secured the passing of the
proposal. It had been generally acknowledged that graduates who
had passed their examinations before that change was introduced
were superior to the later products of the University. According to
Pherozeshah, their superiority was undoubtedly due to the system of
greater freedom and elasticity such as prevailed in British Univer-
sities, and which turned out a better class of men than those whom
the French and other continental systems produced, with their strict
discipline and exacting studies. The Madras and Calcutta Univer-
sities, which had fewer intermediate examinations, had turned out
graduates in no way inferior to those of Bombay, and had given the
country some able thinkers and writers.
The attitude of the Government towards the University provided
another topic for discussion. It was in the time of Lord Dufferin that
the first steps were taken towards the inauguration of a policy of
veiled hostility to the cause of higher education, which was regarded
as the root cause of the growing unrest in the country. Confidential
and semi-confidential circulars were issued to local authorities to
curtail the grants to universities and colleges, and gradually to with-
draw the State subsidy altogether. This policy had resulted in the
steady reduction of the grant to the Bombay University, which had
come down from Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 5,000, and against which the
Senate at the instance of Phero2eshah had entered an emphatic
protest. The latter had carried the fight into the Council also, and
held up the Government to scorn for the niggardly treatment meted
out to the University. But these protests had proved unavailing, and
the University had now been informed that it could safely be left
independent of financial support from provincial revenues, and that
no provision had accordingly been made for a grant in the Budget of
1896-97.
On 27 July 1896, the Senate, at the instance of Pherozeshah
supported by Racade, decided to make a representation to Govern-
ment, urgfog them to reconsider their decision to withdraw the
graat. He contended that although the University had